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Lincoln  Gavel  Given  Mr.  Coolidge 


o  WRIGHT 


'      [Pacific  and  Atlantic  Photo.] 

FAMOUS  GAVEL  GIVEN  PRESIDENT.  Senator 
McKinley  of  Illinois  with  gavel  made  from  window  sill  of 
Lincoln's  Springfield  home.    He  presented  it  to  Coolidge, 


GAVEL  Made  by  Wood  from  Lincoln*  s    Springfield  Home 


OW  A  MP  A  TON  ILL  GA.ZETTP 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  14,  mo. 


Wood  from  Lincoln's  Home 


Used  in  Gavel  Given  A.  C. 


Prized  for  its  historic  value,  an 
oaken  gavel  made  from  lumber 
once  in  a  joist  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  home  in  Springfield  was 
the  possession  'of  the  Urbana  As- 
sociation of  Commerce,  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  James  S.  McCullough.  Yt 
was  initiated  Monday  night  when 
President  T.  B.  Webber  of  the 
association  opened  Urbana's  wel- 
come banquet  for  President  Harry 
Woodburn  Chase  of  the  University 
of  Illinois. 

','D  uring  Mr.  McCullough 'S 
term  of  office  in  Springfield,  1896 
to  1912,"  wrote  Mrs.  McCullough 
in  explaining  her  gift,  "repairs 
were  made  on  the  old  home  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  South  Eighth 
Street.  Some  of  the  old  floor  sills 
were  replaced  by  new  ones  in 
order  to  preserve  the  home.  This 
home  was  built  in  1839  by  Rev. 
Dresser,  who  sold  it  to  Lincoln  in 


1844.  This  was  the  only  home 
our  President  ever  owned. 

"Dr.  Dresser  was  the  first  Epis- 
copal minister  and  married  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  Miss  Mary  Todd 
on  Nov.  4,  1842,  at  the  home  of 
Ninian  Edwards,  Mrs.  Edwards  be- 
ing Miss  Todd's  sister. 

"While  I  was  visiting  in  Spring- 
field, Mrs.  Edwards'  daughters, 
who  were  then  living  in  the  old 
Lincoln  home,  told  me  that  when 
the  administration  changed  in  1912 
they  learned,  greatly  to  their  sor- 
row, that  all  of  the  remaining 
pieces  of  old  wood  from  this  his- 
toric home  were  removed  from 
the  basement  of  the  capitol  and 
destroyed." 

Mrs.  McCullough  lives  at  507 
West  Oregon  Street,  Urbana.  Her 
husband  was  state  auditor  at  the 
time  he  secured  the  material  from 
which  the  historic  gavel  is  made. 


Unique  Gavel 

Abraham  Lincoln's  home  and  the  White  House  of  the 
Confederacy  are  represented  in  the  gavel  which  Kansas' 
Clair  ].  Wilson  made  for  the  A.  D.  A. 


Every  Block  Has  a  History 

On  exhibit  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
American  Dental  Association  in  Chicago 
last  month  was  the  gavel  which  Clair  }. 
Wilson,  Kansas  Dentist,  made  and  pre- 
sented to  the  A.D.A.  at  September's 
Cleveland  meeting  on  behalf  of  the  Kan- 
sas State  Dental  Association. 

Dr.  Wilson  fashioned  the  unique  gavel 
from  woods  furnished  by  all  state  dental 
societies  and  the  dental  organizations  of 
all  the  American  insular  and  territorial 
possessions.  Each  piece  of  wood  has  some 
historic  importance  of  its  own;  together 
the  fifty-four  pieces  make  up  just  about 
as  historically  important  a  gavel  as  has 
ever  banged  down  on  any  rostrum. 

For  instance,  the  piece  contributed  by 
Alabama  was  taken  from  the  White 
House  of  the  Confederacy;  the  Illinois 
block  of  wood  came  from  the  home  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  at  Springfield.  Pre- 
served in  an  album  which  is  on  exhibit 
with  the  gavel  are  letters  from  society 
secretaries  explaining  the  history  of  each 
piece  of  wood. 
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